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correspondence between Chopin and Marja, we
shall find little that could give rise to so intensely
dramatic, so magnificent an outburst. Beside the
Ballade, the letters are pale, perfunctory things.
Marja, for all her temperament, appears to have
been a poor letter-writer, even if allowance is
made for the necessity of keeping the affair secret
and the consequent cramping of her style. The
most expansive of her existing letters to Chopin
is that which he received just after his return to
Paris. On the day he left them, she laments, the
family went about with tears in their eyes. Her
mother wept, referring to him as her fourth son.
Her father laughed at them all but was not far
from tears himself. The singing-master arrived,
but the lesson was a fiasco. One of her brothers
asked to hear the Waltz Chopin had left with
them, and she found great pleasure in playing it,
for it brought back to them the brother who had
gone. The remaining letters and postscripts added
to her mother's letters were of a commonplace
order. A pair of slippers, an extracted tooth, a
scrap-book - such items as these form the greater
part of their substance. Occasionally there occurs
a cryptic reference to " the dusk." A secret lay
behind the phrase. After a period of economy and
comparative concentration, Chopin, having re-
fosed an invitation from Mendelssohn and another
from Schumann, set out to join the Wodzinski
family at Marienbad. That was in July 1836.
During that summer he became again a son and
a brother to them, entertained them with stories of